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Civilian Deaths
FICTION vs. FACT in Israel’s War with Hamas

FICTION: Israel has killed tens of thousands of Gazan civilians in its war
against Hamas.

However, the facts demonstrate the reported number of civilian
casualties is grossly inflated.

FACT: The definition of civilian: “Civilians are persons who are not
members of the armed forces party to the conflict. Civilians enjoy
protection under international humanitarian law. Individual civilians lose
this protection for such time as they take a direct part in hostilities.” (The
United Nations)'

FACT: The definition of combatant is: “One engaged in or ready to

engage in combat.” (Merriam-Webster)

FACT: According to Hamas, all Israelis are combatants; no Israeli is a civilian.’ Therefore, Hamas can justify all the
atrocities committed on October 7th, including the torture and murder of babies, children, women, the disabled, and
the elderly as legitimate acts against so-called combatants.

In contrast, Hamas identifies all Gazans—including Hamas fighters—as civilians. Therefore, eliminated terroris4ts who
don’t wear uniforms and teenagers who function as combatants are all counted by Hamas as civilian deaths.
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“W & ﬂ . FACT: Gazan civilians took part or were complicit in the Oct. 7, 2023,
war crimes committed against Israeli non-combatants.
¢ Video documentation of large numbers of civilians who followed
Hamas terrorists into Israel and committed all the same atrocities
on October 7th, including the taking of Israeli hostages, is well
established.®
¢ Videos showing how civilians celebrated in the streets over what
Hamas had done—and how they took part in the abuse of
hostages both dead and alive—are well established.’®
¢ Polls taken since October 7th reveal that at least 80% of Gazans
support what Hamas did on that day.’
If people dressed as civilians commit the same crimes as those committed by identifiable terrorists in uniform and
they are killed as they commit those crimes, they are combatant casualties, not civilian.

FACT: Some hostages released in November 2023 reported being held in the homes of multiple civilians® In June
2024, four rescued hostages also testified they were held in civilian homes?’
Based on the accepted definitions of civilian vs. combatant:
¢ People who engage in holding hostages are not innocent civilians but are combatants, guilty of the same war
crimes as Hamas.

e When Gazans are killed because they are attempting to prevent the IDF from rescuing hostages, thus actively
fighting against the IDF, they are combatants, not innocent civilians.

FICTION: The Ministry of Health in Gaza—run by Hamas—reported over 40,000 Gazans killed between October 7,
2023, and Fall 2024. They claim almost all those deaths as civilian deaths.*

In spite of Hamas’ status as a terrorist organization, mainstream media and certain governments recklessly report
figures reported by Hamas as fact.
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FACT: As of October 2024, the IDF reported it has eliminated over 17,000 Hamas terrorists since the war began." Since
Hamas includes all terrorists in its civilian death count, these 17,000 dead terrorists count as civilians according to

Hamas.

FACT: The media fails to verify numbers reported by Gaza’s Ministry of Health.

Because the Hamas-run Ministry of Health does not provide adequate or accurate documentation of who is a civilian
versus a combatant, media and other institutions who are supposed to verify the information before repeating it,

report unsubstantiated claims as fact.

FACT: Hamas itself had to,admit the number of civilian deaths during the 2023-24 Gaza war was inflated by at least
double the actual number. In reality, Hamas has no supporting evidence for the deaths they allege happened

because of Israel's actions in Gaza.
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Furthermore, Hamas has admitted that 80% of the deaths are Hamas members and family members.

FACT: Civilian deaths in Gaza are real and unavoidable in war, especially in
population-dense, urban Gaza. Determining the actual number of civilian
deaths is difficult. Most of Hamas’ “civilian” death claims were armed
terrorists dressed as civilians, and some were combatants under the age of

18 (categorized as “children” by Gaza’s Health Ministry).

FACT: The Israel Defense Forces do everything feasible to prevent civilian
casualties through targeted attacks on terrorist sites and by warning
civilians to leave areas about to be destroyed. These efforts give the enemy
notice of IDF plans, resulting in unnecessary deaths of IDF soldiers.

In contrast, Hamas uses its civilians as human shields ®to make it more
difficult for the IDF to target their sites. Hamas needs civilian deaths for their

propaganda war against Israel.

Terrorist armory in child's room, Gaza’®

According to Major John Spencer, the Chair of Urban Warfare Studies at the Modern War Institute, a veteran of the
Irag war, and an eyewitness observer of the operations in Gaza, the IDF has “gone above and beyond what is

traditionally required of armies” to prevent civilian casualties.”

He noted that Israel had provided plenty of warning to civilians to evacuate cities before intense fighting against the
terror group began, including calling and messaging residents, as well as dropping flyers and leaflets telling them to

leave. Spencer concluded:

The IDF should be commended for its efforts to
reduce civilian harm, not charged in an
international court alongside Hamas leaders—
particularly when compared to measures
Hamas has taken to increase civilian suffering
in Gazd!
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